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In this issue . . .

The Captains report some racing this term, but
Christ Church Regatta was a washout, which set me
wondering how many novices actually continue row-
ing beyond Michaelmas Term anyway. More recently,
Catz men loomed large, and small, in the OUBC Tri-
als Race and a couple of our recent Blues finished in
the top two pairs in yesterday’s GB Trials at Boston.
If the Boat Club of 20 years ago seems like the Dark
Ages to some, they’ll probably consider the events
of 1955, as recalled by one of our alumni, as being
shortly after the last Ice Age (incidentally, am I the
only person wondering if the recent cold snap could
lead to the Isis freezing over?). And for those of you
reluctant to venture beyond the bright lights of Lon-
don, Darren Chadwick has plans . . .

Results

Autumn Fours 28th October

Men’s IVs Round 1 beat St John’s
Quarter Final beat Trinity

Semi Final beat Brasenose B
Final lost to Brasenose A

The new ‘University College Boathouse’, on the site of

the former OUBC. It might be something to do with the

resemblance to the retail outlets on Botley road, but I

keep thinking ‘Boats R Us’. Meanwhile OUBC, along

with the other University squads, have decamped to a

new boathouse in Wallingford.

The Catz Women’s Novice VIII about to race in Nephthys

Regatta

Isis Winter League A 7th November

St Catherine’s Women’s VIII
5:40 13th/33 overall 2nd/5 Women’s VIIIs

Nephthys Regatta 17th November

Women’s Novice VIIIs
Round 1 lost to Balliol
Women’s VIIIs
Round 1 lost to Balliol

British Indoor Rowing Championships
National Indoor Arena, Birmingham, 18th Nov

Men’s Open (106 participants)
5:55.01 5th Andrew Triggs Hodge (M.04)
BUSA Men’s Open (226 participants)
6:07.01 17th Anthony Mullin
6:09.05 21st Jan Herzog
6:19.01 33rd Martin Walsh

GB Men’s Trials, Boston 15th December

Pairs racing — 35 crews
18:12 1st Andrew Triggs Hodge (M.04)

(& Peter Reed )
18:21 2nd Colin Smith (M.03) (& Tom James)

President: Bruce Mitchell
Vice Presidents: Don Barton, Rev. Joseph Bell,

Richard Peters, Sir Matthew Pinsent CBE,
Ben Sylvester.



Women’s Boat Club Report

Lucy Rowland, Women’s Captain

This term Catz has managed to recruit some very
committed and highly enthusiastic novice women.
We easily made two crews that were eager to give
Christ Church their best shot. Both crews were ex-
tremely strong and showed the potential to do really
well in Christ Church Regatta very early on.

Lucy Rowland

As well as an
impressive com-
mitment to their
novice crew six,
of the novice girls
took on training
with the senior
boat. The senior
boat has been
training hard
all term both
on and off the
water. This paid
off when we entered Isis Winter League A and
came second in the women’s senior division despite
the fact that the crew consisted of 5 novices. As
well as the IWL the girls also entered two crews in
Nephthys Regatta in order to gain experience for
Christ Church. Unfortunately, despite an excellent
effort, the novice first boat caught an early crab
against Balliol A, but made an excellent effort at
fighting back once they restarted. Unfortunately the
other novice crew had to be entered in the senior
division when two senior rowers had to sub in at
the last minute. However they made an excellent
attempt at racing the Balliol senior boat which went
on to win the event.

Although the weather was kind to us all term it
was not to last; the heavens opened just before Christ
Church and day after day came the e-mails cancelling
racing. This was a huge disappointment for the girls
who had put in so much time and effort into training.
However, as we all know, it doesn’t stop here! All girls
training with the seniors have got their sights set on
Headship and will be training hard over the holiday
to give it their best shot. Also the second boat is set
to get blades as they start from a Rowing On position
in Torpids.

I want to say a huge thank you to all the girls
that have given me 100% this term as well as to all
the people who have helped me out, especially Alex
Zdravkovic, Malcolm Spencer and Jan Herzog. Also,
as always, a thank you is owed to Rob Hollis who has
trained us all term and will hopefully stick around to
take us all the way to Headship in Torpids.

Men’s Boat Club Report

Tim Monger-Godfrey, Men’s Captain

The term took a very positive start for the men’s
squad, with very successful turnouts for both the trial
water sessions, and the rowing BBQ. Helped by the
run of good weather, we were able to put forward
for training a squad able to fill three novice eights.
Every member of the squad was keen to play their
part in preparation for the upcoming Christ Church
Regatta.

Tim Monger-Godfrey

It was not only
the novice squad
who were active
this term, with
dedicated senior
boat training for
early preparation
in anticipation of
Torpids. Many of
the novice rowers
were prepared to
sub in for outings
and join in with land training, and this has shown
in their quick development within the Boat Club.
Although the vast majority of the rowing has been
training in eights, we were still able to put forward a
crew for Autumn Fours. After only one training ses-
sion, the crew, over several knock-out races reached
the final, losing only to Brasenose A, achieving a
hard-earned second place result.

The novice rowers had trained at levels which
would not be uncommon for a senior squad, and this
had shown in their constantly improving ergo times,
and the quick advancement of their ability to row
out on the water. We had been able to enjoy several
weeks of good weather for training, and this water
time was invaluable. However, the weather eventu-
ally turned against us (and the rest of Oxford), and
the crews were not able to prove themselves in Christ
Church Regatta. However, although the novice men
could not prove themselves on the water, they were
more than able to prove themselves off it. The men’s
novice A boat entered New College Indoor Regatta,
and won the event (by a considerable margin); a bril-
liant result.

The training for this year has taken a very posi-
tive start, with everyone dedicated to developing both
themselves as rowers, and achieving success for the
boat club through hard work and commitment. Ev-
eryone shared a genuine disappointment in the out-
come of Christ Church regatta, but this has only
spurred many of the rowers on in expectation of Tor-
pids. With the men’s first boat starting in 6th place
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in Division I, we have the ability to achieve a podium
finish.

Finally, many thanks to everyone who has been in-
volved in their support of the boat club, including the
committee, the coaches, and most importantly, the
rowers themselves. Everyone has played their part in
helping achieve what was a very successful term, and
I am sure that this success will continue into the New
Year.

Where did all the Novices go?

Michaelmas Term is traditionally the term when most
novices are recruited to the Boat Club so it is natural
to worry whether the cancellation of Christ Church
Regatta will have a detrimental impact on future
numbers. It’s probably also worth asking what frac-
tion of the novices actually get into a boat again, even
in ‘good’ years, and whether that’s been changing re-
cently. So, I’ve been poring over the records for the
past 10 years and summarise the results below.

The numbers of Catz Novices in past 10 years (a) rowing

in Michaelmas Term, (b) continuing for at least one

more term that year and (c) rowing in subsequent years

Men Women
Year (a) (b) (c) (a) (b) (c)

2007∗ 26 - - 18 - -
2006† 16 6 - 22 9 -
2005† 25 11 11 11 6 4
2004 25 14 3 12 6 3
2003 28 10 5 14 4 4
2002∗ 18 11 8 9 5 3
2001 18 7 7 19 9 7
2000∗

1999 22 10 6 17 9 1
1998 17 6 5 16 9 7

∗Christ Church Regatta cancelled
† Christ Church Regatta curtailed

Well, it’s unfortunate that we have no record of
novices who started in 2000 but, even so, I think it
would be safe to say that the large variations aren’t
explained by whether or not Christ Church Regatta
took place. Typically, about 50% of Michaelmas
term’s novices will continue rowing in the remainder
of the academic year and 25% the following year. So
how do we explain the large difference between years?
I suspect if we knew the answer to that we’d be the
largest College Boat Club in Oxford rather than (last
summer) equal 9th largest.

OUBC Trial Eights

Four Catz men took part in the OUBC Trials Race
held over the Boat Race course last Wednesday, in-
cluding the coxes of both crews. Skins were coxed
by Nick Brodie, this year’s OUBC President, with
Jan Herzog, a German international, rowing at no.7;
Shirts were coxed by Colin Groshong, from University
of Pennsylvania, with Irish U23 international Martin
Walsh at no.2.

Rowing in near-perfect conditions, there was little
in it for the first mile — too little, in fact, resulting in
a couple of blade-clashes — but coming up to Ham-
mersmith bridge and with the advantage of the bend,
Shirts put in a strong push and broke clear, going on
to win by 9 seconds.

In this pre-Olympic year, both Oxford and Cam-
bridge lack the senior internationals that have often
filled key seats and decided the outcome (on paper, at
least) before training has even begun. So if a favourite
does ever emerge this year, it won’t be for a while
yet. So far, Oxford crews came out slightly better
in the Fours Head but Cambridge opted not to play
in the British Indoor Rowing Championships and no
one seems to be making any comparisons based on
their Trials Races.

Incidentally, I’m sure that each year’s choice of
crew names is partly intended to trigger Pavlovian re-
sponses in professional hacks looking for a juicy head-
line, with obvious variations along the lines of ‘rowed
out of their Skins’ or ‘lost their Shirts’ — but unfor-
tunately these don’t seem to work so well given that
Shirts actually won. (In the Cambridge Trials Race
the previous day, One Night Stand beat True Love —
go on, see if you can make something of those!).

News from Alumni

Geoffrey Asson (M.54) I have been meaning to
thank you for some time for the Newsletters and
current information about what is happening on the
river. I only rowed for one term and we had an un-
usual crew. Five of us were theological students, Mar-
shall James and myself were at St Stephen’s House,
at that time situated in Norham Gardens. Two oth-
ers were Benedictines from St Benet’s Hall and one
other was a Jesuit from Campion Hall. Our coach
was also from St Stephen’s House, George Silver who
had rowed in the successful Keble 1st VIII of 1953.
My first love was Hockey and I was Captain in the
55–56 season, another hockey player in the boat was
Norman Rich who was our goalkeeper. I hope this in-
cidental information may help in making a little bit
of the past slightly more than a list of names.
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20 Years Ago

1987/88 was not a particularly outstanding year for
SCCBC. As the table below shows, most crews (with
the except of the 3rd, Schools, Eight) moved up or
down one or two places. Although nowadays our 1st
boats are higher placed on the river, 20 years ago
there was more ‘depth’ in the Club and, in summer
Eights, we were equal 3rd in number of crews racing.

Results for 1988 St Catherine’s crews and comparison of

finishing positions with current positions on the river

1998 1988 2008
Change Finish Start

Men’s Crews
1st Torpid −1 10th 6th

2nd Torpid +1 30th 57th
1st Eight +1 17th 8th

2nd Eight −2 43rd 40th
3rd Eight +7 69th 79th
4th Eight −3 81st —

Women’s Crews
1st Torpid = 7th 3rd
1st Eight −2 17th 17th

2nd Eight −4 40th 48th
3rd Eight +2 55th —

After Torpids the Boat Club acquired its first
ergometer, thanks to the Rowing Society. Until
then, land training had consisted of a mixture of
heavy weight training (using equipment and exer-
cises that would now be considered highly dubious!),
circuits and Sunday morning runs around the tradi-
tional OUBC ‘4 bridges’ route: Iffley Rd, Magdalen
Bridge, Christ Church Meadow, Folly Bridge, Abing-
don Road, Donnington Bridge. No one ever really
decided on what constituted the ‘4th bridge’.

During the Easter vacation, crews were entered for
both the Men’s and Women’s Eights Head of the
River Races. It was the first time the women had
entered and they finished 67th out of 127 crews. The
author of the 1988 newsletter expressed some sur-
prise that there were that many women’s crews in
the country (nowadays more than twice that num-
ber compete). There were also the first stirrings of
an idea of publishing an official History of the Boat
Club, with the first edition emerging the following
year.

In summer term the Men’s 1st Eight headed down-
stream to Radley for their usual couple of weeks un-
der the eye of local coach Jean le Manac’h. He’s
still around, by the way, and still coaching Radley.
I bumped into him at Bedford Regatta last summer
where we indulged in our ritual exchange of insults.

To round off the year, one of our old girls, Jo Gough
(M.82), rowed in the GB women’s coxed four in Seoul,
the first British women’s crew ever to qualify for an
Olympic final.

SCCBC London Party

Darren Chadwick, RS Committee

Time: Saturday 2nd February, 2008. 7 till late.
Place: Imperial College Boat House, Putney.
Dress: Boat Club Blazers, Black Tie.

This will be a super evening, and will hopefully be
a chance for all alumni to get together at the Impe-
rial College Boat House, on the Putney Embankment.
The evening will start with a champagne reception,
with live music and entertainment during the whole
evening. There will be a cash bar throughout and
also a charity auction, with all proceeds going to the
Boat Club.

There are a limited number of tickets avail-
able priced at £12. If you would like to at-
tend, please contact Darren Chadwick by email (dar-
ren.chadwick07@imperial.ac.uk) or by post (42b Mal-
don Road, Acton, London, W3 6SZ). Cheques should
be made payable to St Catherine’s College Rowing
Society.

Please get your tickets as early as possible to avoid
disappointment. Why not try to get in contact with
the members of your old crew? The London Party
will be a perfect chance to catch up.

Coming Up . . .

In the next newsletter there will prospects for Tor-
pids and our Boat Race triallists, arrangements for
the Rowing Society AGM & Dinner and a look back
at events of 30 years ago when, um, I had my first
outing. Contributions for the News from Alumni sec-
tion are always welcome, and those of you on the RS
email list will receive a call for submissions about a
week before publication.

Anu Dudhia
email: dudhia@atm.ox.ac.uk

Row.Soc: http://www.atm.ox.ac.uk/rowing/rs.html

Diary

2 Feb 2008 London Party
20–23 Feb 2008 Torpids

23 Feb 2008 RS AGM & Dinner
23 Mar 2008 The Henley Boat Races
29 Mar 2008 The Boat Race

21–24 May 2008 Summer Eights
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