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In this issue . . .

Since the last newsletter we’ve had the various Uni-
versity Boat Races, involving four Catz men, but the
Boat Club has also seem some early action this term
in the City Bumps (for coxed fours) and further ac-
tion, of sorts, this afternoon (see photo below). There
is a look at the Boat Club of 50 years ago, when
the 1st Torpid gained blades, we moved into our new
barge but also an age when people still worried about
wearing the correct tie. Finally there are the arrange-
ments for Eights, where a buffet lunch will be avail-
able for alumni in the boathouse on the Saturday.

Word from the alumni at the Rowing Society Din-
ner was that they would like more opportunities to
get back into a boat, possibly with families along to
provide support and/or derision. So this term there
are two possibilities, not counting further events dur-
ing the summer vacation (of which more in the next
newsletter). By the way, if children or faint-hearts are
involved, I would recommend the 16th June ‘Garden
Party’ — some of Sarah’s ‘oldies’ can be a bit rowdy.

Former Rowing Society President Tony Hancox with the

women’s 1st Eight about to boat for their demonstration

race against St Hilda’s in today’s ‘Go With The Flow’

Open River Day. Despite making every effort to treat the

occasion casually, they were severely out-relaxed by their

opposition whose largely novice boat finished an eventful

row ‘some distance’ behind.

Results

2007 Oxford v Cambridge Boat Races

Winner Distance Time

Henley Boat Races, 23rd March

Men’s Lwt Reserves Oxford R.O. 4.08
Women’s Reserves Oxford 1 L ntt

Women’s Lightweights Oxford 1 L 4.11
Women’s Blue Boat Cambridge 1

2 L 4.03
Men’s Lightweights Oxford 1 L 3.44

Tideway Boat Races, 7th April

Men’s Reserves Cambridge 4 L 17.48
Men’s Blue Boat Cambridge 1 1

4 L 17.49

City Bumps, 28th April

Race: 1 2 3 4 Finish

M1 +3 +1 +1 +1 11th Div I∗

M2 +1 +1 −1 = 14th Div II
W1 −2 −2 −1 −1 9th Div I
W2 = +1 +1 = 5th Div II

∗blades

The Henley Boat Races

Conditions at Henley were interesting this year: a
strong wind against a fast stream meant big waves,
and the course had to be shortened to avoid the worst
of it. Even so, most crews came down the course in
a cloud of spray. (The same wind had put paid to
the previous day’s Head of the River Race which was
abandoned after only half of the first 50 starters made
it to the finish line).

The day began with an informal race between the
Oxford lightweight 2nd boat, Nephthys (featuring our
own Alex Zdravkovic) and a crew of ex-lightweights.
Slightly embarrassingly, the old boys won, probably
because their extra wasn’t so much of a handicap over
the shorter distance and a positive advantage against
the headwind. Nephthys then formally rowed over
the course again at their scheduled time, in the ab-
sence of any Cambridge opposition, to be awarded
the win.

President: Bruce Mitchell
Vice Presidents: Don Barton, Rev. Joseph Bell,

Lord Garden KCB, Richard Peters,
Sir Matthew Pinsent CBE, Ben Sylvester.



The Osiris-Blondie race was next, with Osiris
notching up their 7th straight win — the longest
current winning sequence of any crew in the various
Oxford-Cambridge boat races, and they were followed
by the Oxford lightweight women avenging their nar-
row defeat from last year.

The women’s Blue Boat race was delayed by Ox-
ford having to change boats after damaging their own
during the warm-up in a collision with the returning
Blondie crew (I was actually standing on the bank
watching this unfold, thinking ‘surely they must have
seen each other . . . ’, evidently not). However, no
sooner had the race started than Oxford broke a rud-
der string and the race was stopped. While they were
fixing that, the men’s lightweight race was set off,
finishing with yet another Oxford win. Finally, the
women’s Boat Race got under way but the Oxford
women — who by now had probably begun to sus-
pect that it wasn’t going to be their day — went down
to Cambridge in the closest race of the afternoon.

The Tideway Boat Races

The Oxford-Cambridge competition resumed two
weeks later on the Tideway. Isis, with Anthony
Mullin in the 3 seat, lost to Goldie by an unexpect-
edly large margin of 4 lengths, which would only have
increased the confidence of the Cambridge Blue Boat.

Cambridge had already been firm favourites with
a significant advantage in weight, age, Boat Race
and International experience. Nevertheless, Ante
Kusurin, the Catz stroke of OUBC, had promised
to be aggressive all the way and was as good as his
word. Oxford went out hard and led for the first half
of the course. Even when Cambridge finally pulled
ahead, thanks to the umpire keeping the Oxford cox,
Nick Brodie, penned into the bank around the Sur-
rey bend (biased? who, me?) Oxford were only just
over a length down at the finish. The Oxford coach-
ing team probably went to bed that night with rather
fewer worries than their Cambridge counterparts.

The Catz Men’s 1st IV who won blades in this year’s City

Bumps: Nick Szmigin (B), Mal Spencer, Anthony Mullin,

Ante Kusurin (S) and Dane van den Akker (C).

The Women’s 1st IV in City Bumps: Katharine Pierce

(B), Sarah Boddy, Sam Clarkson, Bianca Rautenbach (S)

and Tim Rooney (C). Photo from www.rowphoto.co.uk

City Bumps

The City of Oxford Bumping Races, for coxed fours,
were held on the Saturday of 1st week this year.
Avoiding the usual clash with collections meant that
Catz could enter four boats made up of, essentially,
the two 1st Eights. The men’s 1st IV, starting as a
new entry in Div II, won blades but having the OUBC
stroke and an Isis oarsman in the stern no doubt
helped. The men’s and women’s 2nd IVs bumped
and got bumped, but both crews moved up overall.
However, the women’s 1st IV were unable to defend
their starting position of 3rd on the river, and ended
up dropping six places.

The Men’s 2nd IV: Dominic Williams (B), Mike Kuzmin,

Nick Powell, Tim Monger-Godfrey (S), Tim Rooney (C).

The Women’s 2nd IV: Caitlin Fitzpatrick (B), Linnea Ek,

Nicola Squire, Lucy Rowland (S), Katharine Pierce (C).
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50 Years Ago . . .

1957 St Catherine’s Association News Sheet

The Boat Club came to the fore during Torpids, when
the First boat bumped C.C.C., B.N.C., Jesus and
University, and so enjoyed an excellent Bump Sup-
per. At long last the Boat Club moved its headquar-
ters during Trinity Term to the Barge acquired from
Balliol. St Catherine’s men can once again entertain
their friends to tea on their own Barge.

The following extracts are from the Boat Club Minute
Book.

6th December, 1956

The Treasurer [W. Parker] reported a satisfactory
balance at the end of term of £11 9s 2 1

2d, with £2
owing from the Dean for blade repairs. Tom Bourne
(waterman) had been paid £3 as a douceur to retain
his goodwill in Hilary Term. The Captain wanted the
1st Torpid to come up for a pre-term week of train-
ing at Wallingford, and a grant of £30 would alleviate
personal expenses.

Monday, 4th March, 1957

The Boat Club had enjoyed its first Bump Supper
since 1950. A notice was to be put up apologising to
those people unable to get into Hall owing to gate-
crashers. The identities of the culprits were known,
and measures would be taken against them.

The Captain said that coaching next term was go-
ing to be difficult, especially with our newly-adopted
style of rowing.

There was much discussion about the design of the
Boat Club tie, and a committee was appointed to
make recommendations1.

Tuesday, 2nd May, 1957

A start had been made on painting the Barge, and the
Captain thanked those who had helped. Our boats
were not in very good condition, and some patching
would be necessary. He had received an article on the
care of blades, and he hoped all members of the Club,
especially coxes, would read it. A bill from Salter’s
for £104 was deemed excessive and had moved the
Dean to write a letter of complaint.

The design of tie proposed by ‘the committee’ was
approved, and Castell’s would be asked to produce a
prototype.

1These were not, unfortunately, recorded. However, on a
lighter note, the 1958 Rugger VIII commissioned its own in-
formal tie: this featured an embroidered light blue crab (with
a shell in the shape of a rugby ball) on a maroon ground.

The St Catherine’s Boat Club and Barge in 1957.

6th June, 1957

The Treasurer reported a profit of £2 6s 6d on teas
served during Eights; from this he had bought flowers
and chocolates for those ladies who had helped serve
the teas.

After election of officers the appointment of a
Social Secretary was proposed. Mr. Herringshaw
pointed out that the Boat Club was for rowing and
not necessarily a social club, an opinion which was
disputed by the 2nd VIII. The motion was lost.

News from Alumni

Richard Pullinger (M.80)
Consultant in Oxford Emergency Department since
1998, completed first Marathon in London in 3:26:09.
Richard was one of the more dangerous alumni
present at the RS Dinner and would also appreciate
any information on the whereabouts of his DJ.

Rob Harrison (M.80)
Sporting: I just managed a personal best in a Berlin
Half Marathon — half a year after having a foot oper-
ation. Professional: Joined the 24IP Law Group (Mu-
nich/Paris/London) as Intellectual Property Partner.
Personal: son Patrick due on 15th June.

Heather Townsend (née Balmer) (M.94)
Mike and I are delighted that Rose Joan Townsend
safely arrived on Monday 30th April.

Ceri Collingborn (M.97)
I haven’t heard from Ceri but did recently hear her
being introduced on Radio 4 as the ‘World Honey
Queen’. A Mr G.O.Ogle informs me that she’s
now living in Wiltshire and also into cheesemaking:
http://www.hillendhoney.co.uk/
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Summer Eights

Eights will run from 23rd–26th May. On Wednesday–
Friday racing starts at noon with the last division at
6.45pm, and all Saturday’s racing is moved forwards
one hour (i.e., 11am–5.45pm).

Eights 2007: Wednesday Start times

Crew Div Bungline Time

Men’s 1st Eight I 5 6.45pm
Women’s 1st Eight II 2 5.15pm

Men’s 2nd Eight IV 2 3.30pm
Women’s 2nd Eight IV 11 2.55pm

At the moment there’s some debate as to whether
the current men’s 2nd VIII will actually be entered
for Eights, and whether or not their space will then
be taken by the 3rd (Rugby) VIII. We’ll see . . . The
women’s 1st Eight and half of the men’s 1st Eight
will be in action next Saturday at Bedford Regatta.

Boathouse Lunch

A buffet lunch will be available at the Boat House
(12.30 for 1.00) on Saturday 26 May (Saturday
of Eights Week). Tickets can be obtained by
contacting Franca Potts in the Development Of-
fice: email franca.potts@stcatz.ox.ac.uk, Tel 01865
281598. Price £10 per head (includes a glass of wine).
Cheques made payable to ‘St Catherine’s College’.
Please try and make contact before 17 May to assist-
ing with planning and to ensure tickets can be sent
in time.

Oldies Paddle (27th May)

From Sarah Boddy (M.98)

I would like to invite any former Catz rowers/coxes
to don lycra once more and participate in this year’s
Alumni Outing on Sunday 27th May. The Old Birds
event last year was a great success so this year I’m
also inviting any Old Boys who are interested to
join in the fun too. Provisional plan: meet at the
boathouse at 2pm, potter about on the river for a
while then head off to either The Isis Tavern or Head
of the River afterwards. EVERYONE is welcome to
join in for any amount of time they wish, even skip-
ping the rowing/coxing and heading straight to the
pub if exercise seems a little ambitious the day after
Saturday of Eights. If you are interested, please email
me at slboddy@googlemail.com and include your mo-
bile number so I will be able to inform you of any last
minute changes on the day.

I look forward to seeing you soon! Sarah.
PS: lycra entirely optional

Boat Club Garden Party (16th June)

Following the success of the Boat Club Members’
Garden Party last summer, the Rowing Society is
proud to announce the 2nd Annual Boat Club Garden
Party. The event, which will be held at the Boathouse
at Longbridges will include a BBQ and a revival of the
famed Bakers 4s and Christmas Pudding Races. All
current members, alumni, parents, family members
and spouses are warmly invited to the event which
will run from 11am to 6pm on Saturday, 16th June.

The day will feature races in composite crews,
drawn at random from all those who wish to row.
Make sure you dig out those old unisuits, blazers and
caps — no need for grease though! For those feel-
ing less energetic, there will be a host of bankside
entertainments, including croquet, music, presenta-
tions about the history of the club, children’s games
for the youngster and young at heart, afternoon tea
and of course there will be the chance to watch the
rowing, which will no doubt prove to be amusing.

A bar will be available all day, selling a selection of
hot and cold drinks as well as teas and cakes. Please
bring picnic rugs and/or deckchairs. The dress code
is Boat Club Blazers or sports jackets for the gents,
and summer dresses for the ladies. For those who
would like to hop in a boat for a splash (the more
the merrier!) please bring shorts and a t-shirt and a
change of clothing.

Please confirm your attendance for this event as
early as possible by contacting Darren Chadwick, In-
gestre, Carpenters Hill, Beoley, Worcestershire B98
9BS or email chadwick.darren@gmail.com

Coming Up . . .

In the next newsletter there will be reports on the
term’s rowing, and planned events for the summer,
and a look at the Boat Club of 60 years ago. Items for
the News from Alumni section are always welcome.

Anu Dudhia
email: dudhia@atm.ox.ac.uk

Row.Soc: http://www.atm.ox.ac.uk/rowing/rs.html

Diary

12 May 2007 Bedford Amateur Regatta
23–26 May 2007 Summer Eights

26 May 2007 Boathouse lunch
27 May 2007 Oldies Paddle & pub visit
16 Jun 2007 Boat Club Garden Party
23 Jun 2007 All Sports Dinner
30 Jun 2007 Gaudy (M.62,76,92–95)

14–16 Sep 2007 Oxford University Alumni Weekend
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